CONCEPT OF UNION
(These explanatory notes are associated with the presentation of the same title)

1.-STAGES OF INTEGRATION OF A GEOGRAPHICAL AREA
Free Trade zone

Agreement abolishing the custom barriers between the countries concerned
(example: EFTA).

Customs union

Free trade zone establishing a common external custom tariff (example: customs
union following the Treaty of Rome).

Common market

Free movement of production factors (capital and labour) and implementation of
certain sector policies while preserving a high degree of political autonomy of the
partner countries (Treaty of Rome).

Economic union
(forming an
economic
community)

Adoption of common policies aimed at increasing the common competitive
potential but also at offsetting the main regional disparities, especially by means
of certain solidarity policy between rich and poor regions and regional
development policies (example : implementation of the ERDF)

Economic and
monetary union

Establishment (in two turns) of a common currency and then single currency for
the entire area (naturally with the common monetary institutions necessary for
its control) (examples: the EMS, then euro).

Political and social
union

Social integration (requiring sufficient economic and cultural integration) means
achievement of certain common citizenship (community of rights and duties),
including the adoption of the same system of social protection of workers and
citizens by all the national governments concerned. (« social model »).
This stage also requires a tax harmonisation and political will to create a model
of society and governance, the question arises as to the form of political union
(example: the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, Lisbon
Treaty).

Federal union

This is the final stage of political integration of a zone, following the model
similar to that of the United States of America, for example. This does not mean
that the values and forms of any federal union have to be inspired by this model.
A high degree of political integration can be compatible with the search for an
alternative political, economic, social and cultural model…
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2.- DEFINITION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION :
The European Union is a political, economic, social and monetary union of
27 countries since 1 January 2007.
We can distinguish several progressive stages in the process by which
several sovereign national areas unite in order to form a single integrated
area.
The European Union can be defined as the 4th and 5th levels of the
progressive economic integration as presented in the following theoretical
chart (cf. § 2).
At present, the European Union confronts two partially conflicting
tendencies:
 Tendency to extend the geographical basis of the union in the minimal
sense of the term (free trade zone),


Tendency to strengthen the union qualitatively in the maximum sense
of the term (close political union with a common foreign and security
policy).

These tendencies may result in the confirmation of the evolution towards
multi-speed Europe or Europe à la carte by means of closer cooperation…
COMMON MISTAKE:
Using the word « Europe » when talking about European Union : in fact, not
all the European countries are members of the European Union, so these
two terms are not synonymous, and while some of them would like to join
the EU, it is not the case for all of them (for example, Switzerland has never
asked for membership). This mistake is made very often.
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3.- THE MAIN STAGES OF THE EUROPEAN UNION :

© Richard Stock, 2011
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4.- DIFFERENT ATTEMPTS FOR EUROPEAN UNION :
4.1.- the Roman Empire

The Ancient Rome refers to both the city of Rome and the state it founded in
the Ancient times. The idea of Rome is inseparable from that of the Latin
culture. It is an extraordinary story of a cluster of villages in the 7th century
BC, which, by military conquests and assimilation of the local elites,
managed to control the entire Mediterranean world from the 1st until the 5th
century AD.
Throughout the centuries of its existence, the Roman civilisation changes
from a monarchy to an oligarchic republic, then to an autocratic empire. Its
domination upon the Mediterranean region and the Western Europe has left
important archaeological remains and much literary evidence and it has
shaped the image of the western civilisation forever.
The Roman civilisation is often classified under the term classical Antiquity
with the Ancient Greece, the civilisation that was the main source of the
Ancient Rome’s culture. The Ancient Rome contributed considerably to the
conception of the law, constitutions and acts, wars, arts and literature,
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architecture and technology and of western world’s languages and its story
has still major influence on today’s world.
4.2.- Europe at the time of Charlemagne

2.- EUROPE AT THE TIME OF
CHARLEMAGNE

Empire

Marche
Denier under
Charlemagne

A remarkable coincidence with the territory of the first European
community, that of coal and steel (ECSC) following the Schuman Plan from
the 9 May 1950 and the Treaty of Paris from 1951
Charles I, called the Great or Charlemagne (Latin Carolus Magnus, German
Karl der Grosse), was the king of the Franks (768-814), and by conquest
became the king of the Lombard (774-814) and was crowned emperor by
Pope Leo III on the 25 December 800, raising the prestigious dignity having
disappeared from the west since the year 476.
This monarch-warrior expanded significantly his kingdom through a series
of successive campaigns, especially through a slow but violent submission of
pagan Saxons (772-804). Ruler-reformer, very concerned about religious
orthodoxy and about culture, he protected arts and humanities and, in his
vast empire, was at the origin of a great movement, later called Carolingian
Renaissance.
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His political work did not survive for a long time after his death ; besides, it
to important to mention that Charlemange himself, respectful of the
Germanic tradition of succession, had planned the division of the empire
between his three sons since 806. The empire was eventually split between
his three grandsons by the Verdun Treaty in 843.
The feudal fragmentation of the territory throughout the following centuries,
and division of Europe into rival States-nations disabled those who explicitly
tried to rebuilt the universal empire of Charlemagne, particularly the rulers
of the Holy Roman Empire from Otto I in 962 to Charles V in the 16th
century or even Napoleon I, obsessed by the most prominent example of the
Carolingians.
Nevertheless, we can consider Charlemagne as an early « Father of Europe »:
he managed to bring together an extensive part of the Western Europe and
he laid down the principles of governing that are still present in big
European states. Charlemagne established a single currency and supported
the spreading of knowledge by means of writings, and especially the use of
Latin language.
The empire was administrated by the missi dominici, which consisted of one
count and one bishop. These two high commissioners have to visit all the
provinces of his vast empire every year and enforce the central power
according to the Chapter. The Chapter contains directives drawn up during
large gatherings at the court.

Denier under Charlemagne
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4.3.- Utopian and modern European architecture

3.- CONFEDERATION OF
GEORGE OF PODEBRADY (1464)

King of Bohemia George of Podebrady’s anticipation of confederation Europe:
Europe in 1464 as Universitas or a Tractatus for establishing peace
In 1463, George of Podebrady presented to Louis XI the Treaty of alliance
and confederation between King Louis XI, King of Bohemia, and the Signoria
of Venice, to resist the Turk, associating as well the kings of Poland and
Hungary, the dukes of Burgundy and Bavaria, the king of Castile, the
princes of Germany, the Doge of Venice and other Italian princes and
municipalities, but excluding the pope.
The confederation plan was based on a new geopolitical reality: states-allies
but organized in an assembly that
1. made decisions by a simple majority vote,
2. was accountable before a court or a consistory,
3. was subjected to an arbitration,
4. had common armed forces and
5. a budget replacing the church tithe at its disposal.
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The assembly, composed of ambassadors had to meet during 5 years at
Basel, and then, on the basis of five-year rotation, in France, in Italy…
« And in order that each country retains its own rights, we decide that in
whatever nation the Assembly is situated at the moment, we will put in the
head of the main offices of the Assembly the men coming from the same
nation, as they are those who know and understand the best its customs and
manners ».
In the end, the project was refused by Louis XI because of the Pope Paul II’s
threat of excommunicating the rulers - signatories or the Treaty project.
4.4.- The primacy of nation and model

The continental and hegemonic dream of the French emperor Napoleon, the
« pillars from Hercules to Kamchatka »
Napoleon Bonaparte was a general, the first consul, then emperor of the
French people. He was a conqueror of continental Europe. Object both of
golden and black legend since his lifetime, he gained a today universal
notoriety for his military (victories at Arcola, Rivoli, the Pyramids, Marengo,
Austerlitz, Jena, Friedland, Wagram, the Moskva) and political genius, but
also for his authoritarian regime and endless campaigns, (intended or not)
costly in lives, and resulting in crushing final defeats in Spain, Russia and at
Waterloo, and ending with his death in exile on St Helena in the custody of
the English.
Few men have provoked so many conflicting sentiments as Napoleon
Bonaparte did. According to the historian Steven Englund, « the best tone (…)
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to speak of Napoleon would be (…) admiration bordering on awe and a
constant disapproval bordering on sadness. »
4.5.- Brief history of the European idea
The idea of the federal bond uniting the European nations dates back to
several centuries preceding the innovative project of Aristide Briand,
proposed in 1932 to the League of Nation by France. Without going back to
the origin of the idea that started to take shape during the Enlightenment,
we have to admit that it arose very concretely by the late 19th century,
especially during the conferences of The Hague in 1899 and 1907. On this
occasion, the Europeanism became a doctrine set in the public opinions.
1814: Saint-Simon suggests the creation of European parliament
In the beginning of the Industrial revolution, French philosopher Henri de
Saint-Simon has an intuition that the new technologies will disrupt the
relations between nations.
One day before the Congress of Vienna, he published a text entitled « About
the reorganisation of the European society or the necessity and means of
bringing together the peoples of Europe into a single political body while
leaving them their national independence. »
On the top of his construction, he puts a European parliament with 240
members: « The best possible organisation of Europe would be the case when
all the nations it contains, each governed by its own parliament, would
recognize the supremacy of one general parliament, placed above the
national parliaments and designed to judge their disputes. »
21 August 1849: the awakening of nations inspires Victor Hugo’s
speech on the United States of Europe
In 1848, a wave of revolutions is spreading throughout Europe: in Italy, in
Austria, in Germany, in France, in Hungary… the peoples are rising up to
demand more freedom. Within the Austrian empire, these insurrections go
hand in hand with nationalist demands.
Victor Hugo, writer and member of parliament, sees in awakening of nations
a promise for European unification. At the Peace Congress, held in Paris in
1849, he declares: "A day will come when you France, you Russia, you Italy,
you England, you Germany, and you all, the nations of the continent, will
merge together in a higher unity, without losing your distinctive qualities and
your glorious individuality, and you will form the European brotherhood.»
The memory of Napoleon and the « spring of nations » undermined the
concept of a « European empire », opening the way for the projects of a
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federal type. But the dream of peace between European nations will soon be
succeeded by aggressive nationalisms, leading to the two major conflicts of
the 20th century.
1918: Louise Weiss and the pacifist movement
Before the end of the First World War, a big pacifist movement starts to
develop. Deeply affected by the horrors of the battles, the pacifist movement
intends to bring closer the European countries in order to ensure peace on
the continent. Leading figure of this movement, French intellectual Louise
Weiss, starts issuing in January 1918 a weekly entitled New Europe
promoting peace and understanding between European states.
November 1922: creation of the Paneuropa movement
In November 1922, Austrian Richard Coudenhove-Kalergi publishes the
proclamation "PANEUROPA, EIN VORSCHLAG" in which he supports the idea of a
pan-European union that would enable the old continent to regain its world
importance. For Coudenhove-Kalergi, the french-german reconciliation is
necessary to maintain the peace and therefore he suggests putting in
common Geman coal and French ore in order to create a pan-European steel
industry. While developing this idea, Coudenhove-Kalergi eventually
considers establishing a customs union that would enable the formation of
the United Stated of Europe, a kind of European confederation respecting
the sovereignty of individual states but having common institutions and
citizenship, European currency and military alliance.
1924: the League of Nations, a forum for Europe
The League of Nations, founded in 1919, was the institutional response to
the pacifist ideal of reconciliation. As a place for confrontation and a forum
for ideas, it contributes to build the European idea and supports the detente
and disarmament and the organization of collective security.
During the 5th General Assembly of the League in 1924, Aristide Briand, the
French minister of foreign affairs, supports the ratification by France of the
Protocol on arbitration, security and disarmament. Nevertheless, because of
its weakness, the League will disappoint the proponents of peace and
European cooperation.
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16 October 1925: Treaty of Locarno, first step of the french-german
rapprochement
Aristide Briand signs with Gustav Stresemann the Treaty of Locarno that
guarantees the borders between France, Germany and Belgium and
establishes a mutual assistance pact. The treaty puts an end to the
international isolation of Germany and enables it to join the League of
Nations in 1926. In the same year, the efforts of the two men are rewarded
with a Nobel Prize for peace.
In 1929, Briand, with the support of Stresemann, proposes to the assembly
of the League the first official project of the European Union that concerns
especially the economy and preserves state sovereignty. He plans to establish
a common market, the objective adopted later by the Treaty of Rome in
1957. But the European countries do not like the term « federal link »,
especially Winston Churchill, British Chancellor of the Exchequer at the
time. The project is buried after the death of Briand in 1932.
1930: New order for a human Europe
The financial crisis in 1929 influences European minds. The New order, a
movement founded by French intellectual Alexandre Marc in 1930, refuses
the anarchy that coming out of this crisis.
The movement is based on the concept of personalism, which differs from
the individualism by the fact that a person is viewed as an integral part of a
community. The personalism leads to a federal conception of a political
organisation in which the communities (authorities, regions …) despite being
linked between each other remain fully autonomous.
Based on this ideology, Marc hopes to bring closer the European populations
in order to give Europe a human dimension. Swiss intellectual Denis de
Rougemont also belongs to the New order. He collaborated on the journal of
the same name and from 1931 on the Emmanuel Mounier’s journal Esprit.
1941: the European movement in the Resistance
The European idea is largely present in the Resistance, which focuses on the
democratic character of the future united Europe. There are two documents
that show the renaissance of the European idea. The Ventotene Manifesto,
entitled Towards free and united Europe, written in 1941 mainly by Italian
resistant Altiero Spinelli, assisted by his friend Ernesto Rossi.
The second text A l'échelle humaine (On a human scale) by French socialist
Léon Blum remains underground from 1941 until the end of the war when it
is finally published. These authors are convinced that a European federation
would be a guarantee of peace for the old continent, especially if a common
military force was created.
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The European non-communist forces meet in Geneva in 1944 and they draw
up a project for a common declaration of European resistance movements.
This document, which shares the ideas of Spinelli and Blum, brings up the
subject of the need to overcome the state sovereignty and to create a federal
union in order to maintain the peace.
1942 : Winston Churchill writes a memorandum on the United States
of Europe
In 1942, Churchill writes a memorandum on the United States of Europe.
Ackwoledging that Europe was at the origin of two world conflits, he suggests
creating a union between the European peoples as remedy to the violence
between the countries. In September 1946, during his speech at the Zurich
University, Churchuill takes up this idea and expresses his conviction that
Europe has a common heritage and it could be the basis for the creation of a
« European family in a regional structure called United States of Europe. »
4.6.- The third Reich

6.- THE THIRD REICH

Future ligne de démarcation de 1945
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The Third Reich is how we call the German state led by Adolph Hitler, which
he monopolized when he came to power. The official name of the regime was
Deutsches Reich (Germain Reich, with possible translation German nation
or German state) and from 1943 Großdeutsches Reich (Great German Reich)
Hitler was the leader of the National Socialist German Workersʼ Party
(NSDAP). The word Nazi is an abbreviation of the word representing Hitlerʼs
doctrine and the political regime he led and it became the name of the party;
it is abbreviated from nationalsozialismus.
This regime lasted twelve years, beginning with the appointment of Hitler as
Chancellor on the 30th January 1933 until the unconditional surrender of
the defeated Reich on 8th May 1945. Nazi propaganda intended the Third
Reich or "Great German Reich" (Grossdeutschland) to last "a thousand
years." It lasted twelve.
The Third Reich, totalitarian police state, based above all on the absolute
« charismatic power » of its Führer Adolf Hitler, is responsible for the
outbreak of the Second World War in Europe, during which he committed,
among other mass crimes, the genocide of Jews (Shoah) and Gypsies
(Porajmos) in Europe, was systematicly killing disabled people and pursuing
all the potential opponents.
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4.7.- To the sources of the European Union

7.- To the sources of the European Union
To end the war differently
Trust the German people in its
ability to rebuild democracy
Reconcile with the new German
democracy
Abandon, all and equally, a part
of national sovereignty
The Schuman Plan from the 9
May 1950 = source of the
European Union

01/08/2011

Konrad Adenauer & Robert Schuman

12

7.- To the sources of the European Union
No Europe without the peoples of the East

01/08/2011

«We must make Europe not
only in the interest of the free
countries, but also to be able
to welcome the peoples of the
East who, freed from the
subjection that they have
suffered until now, will ask to
join us and request our moral
support.»
Robert Schuman, 1956

13
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